Appendix II
HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY
(FRAGMENTS) (July 1850)
The History of Philosophy entirely resembles Natural History. Organic types, like philosophical ideas, have their development, their connections, their progress, their conditions of existence, their causes of waste.
One point especially deserves preliminary consideration. The philosophical idea, left to itself, would, like the organic idea, go by a straight and continuous motion towards its fixed goal. But the one is submitted to a moral temperature as the other to a physical temperature. The moral, religious, artistic, and emotional state of the country determine the special production of such and such a philosophical idea. Great account must therefore be taken of it to explain, at a given moment, the wherefore of such and such a lacuna abortion, or development.
Before going further, reason must be given for this comparison between Natural History and Philosophy.
Given a power of producing systems, this power exists hypothetic ally in the nation in question. Now this power is determined by the circumstances in which it finds itself. There is always a strange element, which is like matter for the organicjdea... Thjsj.s the prejudices, habits, environment, education, religion, and" beliefs of the philosopher in question.
300as interesting to show by this sample the natural aptitude for pure Abstraction, for deduction, for construction, a priori, of the philosopher, who, in his work and systemati-
